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Early evolution : The earliest films were simply one static shot that showed an event or 
action with no editing or other cinematic techniques. Typical films showed employees 
leaving a factory gate, people walking in the street, the view from the front of a trolly as it 
traveled a city’s Main Street. According to legend, when a film showed a locomotive at high 
speed approaching the audience, the audience panicked and ran from the theater. Around 
the turn of the 20th century, films started stringing several scenes together to tell a story. 
The filmmakers who first put several shots or scenes discovered that, when one shot follows 
another, that act establishes a relationship between the content in the separate shots in the 
minds of the viewer. It this relationship that makes all film storytelling possible. In a simple 
example, if a person is shown looking out a window, whatever the next shot shows, it will be 
regarded as the view the person was seeing. Each scene was a single stationary shot with 
the action occurring before it. The scenes were later broken up into multiple shots 
photographed from different distances and angles. Other techniques such as camera 
movement were developed as effective ways to tell a story with film. Until sound film 
became commercially practical in the late 1920s, motion pictures were a purely visual art, 
but these innovative silent films had gained a hold on the public imagination. Rather than 
leave audiences with only the noise of the projector as an accompaniment, theater owners 
hired a pianist or organist or, in large urban theaters, a full orchestra to play music that fit 
the mood of the film at any given moment. By the early 1920s, most films came with a 
prepared list of sheet music to be used for this purpose, and complete film scores were 
composed for major productions. 


Film criticism Main article: Film criticism If a movie can illuminate the lives of other people 
who share this planet with us and show us not only how different they are but, how even so, 
they share the same dreams and hurts, then it deserves to be called great. The first public 
screenings of films at which admission was charged were made in 1895 by the American 
Woodville Latham and his sons, using films produced by their Eidoloscope company,2 and 
by the - arguably better known - French brothers Auguste and Louis Lumiére with ten of 
their own productions.citation needed Private screenings had preceded these by several 


months, with Lathams slightly predating the Lumière brothers.citation needed 


On March 5, 2021, cinemas in New York City were given authorization to reopen, subject to 
the same 50-patron limit as the remainder of the state.197 On March 11, after Los Angeles 
County moved from purple to red on the Blueprint for a Safer Economy, the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health LACDPH gave authorization for cinemas to resume 
operations in the area at 25% capacity.198 42 of the approximately 107 cinemas as of 2019 
in the LA area had resumed operations by March 26, with some chains and independent 
cinemas expecting to reopen over the next few weeks for the opening of Godzilla vs. 
Kong.122123 
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